
Noon Bible Study: Galatians 3 (Part 2)
Galatians 3:1-5 - Spirit & Faith, not Law and Commandment

God worked through these believers by His spirit, based on faith, not by the keeping of the Law

Paul is going to transition now into something that might at first glance seem random, but actually will solidify his points.  The 
story of God’s relationship with Abraham.  Abraham’s story begins in Genesis 12 and will set the course of the rest of the story of 
God’s people.  After the fall of Adam and Eve, the two people He entrusted with creation, God turns to Abraham (and by extension his 
family) to start the new creation project. God had blessed the creation yet Adam and Eve brought about a curse upon the land and 
themselves.

When Abraham is called, God’s invitation sounds like this:

Genesis 12:1-3 - Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father's 
house, To the land which I will show you; 2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name 
great; And so you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And 
in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."

God is going to send out his good blessing through Abraham and give him the earth as his inheritance. Abraham is a new Adam in many 
ways.  And what made Abraham so special and deserving of this high calling?  Nothing actually.  Which is a good picture of the word 
“grace.”

The question in much of this discussion is “who are God’s people?” as well as who inherits (and how do they inherit) eternal life?  
With Abraham we learn that that question of who and how has always been answered “by faith”.

Abraham’s call by God is generations before the Law of Moses. Abraham was not a “Law Keeper” and yet is held up by God and 
Scripture as the father of faith.  Paul uses Abraham, respected by all, as an example of what God is looking for from his “chosen,” 
and further bolstering his case first made in Antioch:

Acts 13:38-39 - "Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 
and through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses.

Side Note: In the New Testament (Matthew-Revelation), the NASB shows places that are quotes from the Old Testament in “ALL CAPS”. 
Notice how 3:6 has this.  If your Bible has references there may be a little letter or number next to the quotation that will show 
you where it is from. For example, Galatians 3:6 is from Genesis 15:6.  This is a helpful tip.  ESV will put the citation in “quotation 
marks” and other versions indicate this in other ways.

Galatians 3:6-9 - Abraham 101

Abraham “believed” God.  This is from the Greek word πίστις (pistis) which is a word the New Testament writers use for 
“faith” or “belief”.  Paul assumes that his audience is well acquainted with the story of Abraham, so in this case all he 
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needs to do is cite a portion of the story.  The portion he cites shows that Abraham had “faith” and God’s response to 
Abraham’s faith was that he consider him “righteous”.  The word righteous comes from the Greek word “δίκαιος” (dikaios) 
which means “right, correct, innocent.”

In other words, even though Abraham was not “innocent” in the sense that he was sinless or perfect, he was considered to be 
“innocent” and “right/righteous” by God when he had faith in God’s word and promise. Let’s use another analogy: Abraham 
deposited “faith” in God’s bank, and God added “righteousness” to Abraham’s account.  This is what the word “reckoned” 
means.  Previously because of sin, Abraham had a negative balance in his account. He was in trouble, he owed an amount he 
could not pay back.  The fees were piling up.  Consequences were looming.

And yet the owner of the bank was willing to wipe out the debt and add blessings into Abraham's account, not because he 
worked real hard and paid it off, not because he had something expensive he could sell to pay off the fines and fees - but 
because Abraham had faith in God and  His word.  That was all that was required to fix his problem.

And part of the promise that God made to Abraham was that this great blessing would not be a limited or one time offer, but 
available to anyone related to or invited by Abraham.

And so, mindful of the Galatian church make up (biological Jews/descendants of Abraham and Gentiles), Paul reminds them of 
another foundational part of the Abrahamic promise in 3:8

Galatians 3:8 (NLT) - What's more, the Scriptures looked forward to this time when God would declare the Gentiles to 
be righteous because of their faith. God proclaimed this good news to Abraham long ago when he said, "All nations 
will be blessed through you."

This is quote from Genesis 12:3. The point is this.  The way someone is made right with God is not by their good works or human 
effort - it is - and has always been - a declaration that God makes about someone who has faith in his promise.

Galatians 3:10-14 - Be Careful What You Wish For

For those preaching that you need to keep the Law of Moses to be made right with God in addition to (or instead of) faith in 
Christ, Paul reminds them of the proverbial other side of the coin.  If you decide to keep the Law, you also have to abide by 
the consequences spelled out in the law!  You can’t have one without the other.

So for those who are made right with God by faith, does that mean there are no longer consequences to their sin?  God forbid 
anyone would conclude that!  But the gospel tells us that the consequences of sin were meted out on Jesus instead of us.  
Our sin was transferred to Christ and he paid the penalty of it, namely death.  And the “curse” that comes upon those who 
sin was absorbed by Jesus as he died on the cross.

So instead of cursing, we receive blessing - which is the major theme of the Abrahamic promise to begin with.  God blessed the 
Creation, humanity’s sin brought about a curse. God blesses Abraham and curses those who curse him.  As a result, those who 
are Abraham’s family (which is not simply a matter of biology but rather a matter of faith), are given blessing instead of 
cursing.
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Going back to the bank analogy: Our negative balance, fees and debts are transferred into Jesus’ account and what was in 
his account (righteousness and blessing) is transferred to ours.  He now pays the consequences of our sinful habits, and we 
receive the blessing of his holy life.  How does this transfer get initiated? By us having faith in what Jesus did on the 
cross.  We, with grateful hearts, realize we needed the help and turn to him and receive God’s forgiveness and God’s spirit.

Final point in this section: It’s interesting to observe how many Old Testament quotes there are in this group of verses.  Paul 
is dropping OT truth extensively to communicate to the unsure Galatians that these truths have been there all along.

Galatians 3:15-18 - Did Something Change?

Paul uses a commonly understood principle to help the church. Once a covenantal agreement is made, even in the secular 
world (what Paul calls “human relations” in 3:15), it is unable to be changed or modified.  God made these promises 430 years 
before there even was a Mosaic Law, certainly the coming of the Mosaic Law doesn’t change something already agreed upon 
and ratified centuries before!  To Abraham God said the blessing would come through his promise, if someone would now say 
the blessing comes through the keeping of the law, then they are implying that the promise is no longer valid - and that God 
didn’t keep his word!

So does that mean that the Law isn’t a big deal or irrelevant?  That’s what Paul will address next.

Galatians 3:19-25 - What’s The Purpose Of The Law?

The Law of Moses was a sacred code given by God Himself to Moses and the children of Israel through divine and angelic 
means.  Those saying the Law is irrelevant or ordinary are foolish too. The Law was from God and had many purposes. The law 
helped to guide the people towards God’s heart. It showed them right and wrong. It showed them how their worship could be 
pleasing to God and keep them near Him. It gave instructions for how to be healthy, stay safe, do justice and love others. It 
was a guide to help them shine as lights to the nations and help them represent God well.

Yes, many purposes for God’s law, but salvation was never one of them. In fact, one of the main purposes of the Law was to 
point out humanity's inability to be righteous by their own efforts. No one was able to keep the law perfectly - that’s why 
much of the law spoke of sacrifice for sins and actions of repentance.  The law was perfect and was a mirror and spotlight 
into humanity's imperfection.

The Law couldn’t save, it was a “tutor” it was a guide which pointed them to their need for a Savior.  The ESV, NET, NIV & 
others translate this word as “guardian”, one who is not only instructing, but more guiding along the good way...but with 
the goal of arriving at the safe home.

Galatians 3:26-29 - Children Of God

As helpful as the analogy might be, we aren’t just consumers or shopkeepers in need of a loan to bring our books into the 
“black”.  We, Jew or Gentile alike, are sinners in need of grace and forgiveness.  We are not just misguided, we’re 
rebellious.  Nothing we have done and nothing we can do can fix this problem.  The answers do not lie within ourselves, for 
what’s inside of us is a big part of the problem.
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Paul brings together all of his points to this crescendo - because of the good work God has done, we can be forgiven, 
righteousness can be applied to our sin-caused debts, we can receive God’s blessing, and inherit life in the age to come - and 
it all is ours when we turn away from our sin, (including our sinful attitude that we can fix this ourselves) and have faith 
that Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross is God’s perfect solution!

And what happens after that?  Do we get busy working hard to make up for all the wrongs we have done? Do we sulk and 
carry the weight of our evil that sent Jesus to Calvary?  The answer is found in these final verses.  

The new relationship we have with God is as “sons (and daughters) of God, through faith in Christ Jesus.”  So as children we 
do obey our Father, but not to earn his love, because we already have his love.  As children we do live holy, not to earn 
forgiveness, but because we have been called righteous and we live a new way.  We no longer hold fast to our old identities 
as Jew or Gentile, rich or poor, knowledgable or foolish, or even male or female - but our new identity is found in the 
reality of Jesus Christ.  When we are baptized as a disciple of Jesus, we shed our old name and life and take on his.

The final verse of Galatians 3 ties the bow.  God’s promises to Abraham, which in their fullest form are all about God making 
the world right again and living in an unhindered relationship with His children, are given to Abraham’s descendants, just as 
God said.  And who are Abraham’s descendants?  Those who belong to his greatest descendant - Jesus.  And how do we belong 
to Christ?  When we respond to his invitation to be his own - by faith.
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